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Rabbi Eliezer, descended to serve as prayer leader
before the ark on a fast day. And he recited twenty-four
blessings, but he was not answered. Rabbi Akiva
descended before the ark after him and said: Our
Father, our King, we have no king other than You. Our
Father, our King, for Your sake, have mercy on us.
And rain immediately fell. The Sages were whispering
among themselves that Rabbi Akiva was answered while
his teacher, Rabbi Eliezer, was not. A Divine Voice
emerged and said: It is not because this Sage, Rabbi
Akiva, is greater than that one, Rabbi Eliezer, but that
this one is forgiving, and that one is not forgiving. God
responded to Rabbi Akiva’s forgiving nature in kind by
sending rain
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Rava said: whoever forgoes his reckonings with others
for injustices done to him, the heavenly court in turn
forgoes punishment for all his sins, as it is stated: “He
bears sin and forgives transgression” (Micah 7:18
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The Sages taught in a baraita: A person should always
be amenable like Hillel and not inflexible like Shammai
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There was another incident involving one gentile who
came before Shammai and said to Shammai: Convert
me on condition that you teach me the entire Torah
while | am standing on one foot. Shammai pushed him
away with the builder’s cubit in his hand. The same
gentile came before Hillel. He converted him and said
to him: That which is hateful to you do not do to
another; that is the entire Torah, and the rest is its
interpretation. Go study



